Problem-Solution Essay

In this unit, you learned how scientists, inventors, and many other people face
problems. One good way to resolve situations that bother you is to write a problem-
solution essay. To learn more, consult the Writer’s Road Map.

WRITING TOOLS

For prewriting, revision, and
editing tools, visit the Writing
Center at ClassZone.com
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part 1: Analyze a Student Model
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Alicia M. Fiore
LaSalle Academy

Our Public Pool: Problem or Solution?

[ always look forward to summer vacation, but this year, ’'m even
more excited than usual. Swimming is my favorite sport, and I just
learned that the new public pool in Madison Park will be finished
ahead of schedule. Best of all, it will open the day after school closes.

I was really excited until I learned that users have to pay an expensive

membership fee. Unless we can find a‘way to make the pool available to
the whole community, many of my friends and I will have a long, hot
summer vacation.

According to the dictionary, the word public means “relating to
people in general.” To me, that definition means that a public pool
should be open to everybody, not just to everybody who can pay
the membership fee. The problem is not just what the pool is called,
though. What the community needs is a pool that really is available to
every citizen.

I know that building a pool is expensive. Once it is built, it has to be
treated with chemicals and cleaned regularly to make sure the water is
safe for people to swim in. Someone has to water and mow the grass in
the sunbathing area. Then there are lifeguards, locker-room attendants,
and snack-bar workers who must be paid. Our community needs to find
money to cover these expenses. However, charging the public a large fee
to cover these expenses prevents many citizens from enjoying the pool.

A solution to this problem will have to satisfy both the people who
want to use the pool and the ones who run it. One possibility would be
for the town to raise taxes to cover the costs of operating the pool. If other
people are like my parents, though, they think their taxes are already

much too high. For this reason, raising taxes probably wouldn’t work.

WRITING WORKSHOP

KEY TRAITS IN ACTION

Introduction shows the
importance of the topic.
Highlighted thesis states

_the probiem.

Varies sentence

beginnings to hold the
reader’s interest.

‘:”Des'cribes'the:‘cau«:s‘es of
the problem (having a

pool is expensive) and

- animportant effect (the
communitymustfinda
~waytopayforit).

_ Presents apossible

solution. Highlig’hted; ‘

- transitions help connect

the ideas showing the
disadvantages of this

_option.
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Another option would be for the community government to sponsor

fundraising events like car washes, bake sales, cleanup days, and concerts.

People like to get together and donate their time for a good cause, so these  |—

fundraisers could be successful. They would be one-time events, however,
and the pool would need money coming in regularly to stay open.
Here’s a better solution. The town could still charge a membership
fee for those who can pay, but open the pool to everyone at certain times.
Free swims could be scheduled one or two days a week, a few hours every
day, or any time the temperature rises above a certain point. Community
members who can afford the fee would probably feel good about giving
other people the chance to use the pool, too. T know my friends and 1
would be thrilled. .
There is a simple, effective solution to the problem of the new public—_
pool—free swims. With your support, I know it will work. Just sign the
petition posted outside the town hall and give everyone the chance to kick

back, cool off, and float through the summer.

—
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Proposes a second
possible solution and
gives details about
its advantages and
disadvantages.

Precise words make the
third possible solution
easy to understand.

- -Matter-of-fact, honest k

tone is suited to the
audience—the writer’s
classmates and neighbors.

, Concludes by

summarizing the best
solution, tellingthe

reader how to help make
it happen, and describing

how‘enjoyableusingthe
pool will be for everyone.




Part 2: Apply the Writing Process

1. Choose a prompt.
Reread the prompts on page 944. Pick the
one that interests you. Look it over carefully,
@@all the details you need to cover in
your essay.

B WRITING PROMPT Choose a problem that really

interests you. Write an@ssaj)in which you(@xplain)
Ehe problemyexamimne its cavses)and @xplore possible)

| can think of many interesting problems, but | need to
write about one that really can be solved.

2. Focus on a problem.
Make a list of problems from your life or from
something that you have read. Group them
in categories to help you come up with ideas.
Underline the problem that W|II be the focus
of your essay. ‘ :

3. Try out a variety of solutions.
Think about the problem you have chosen.
Alone or with a friend, brainstorm possible
solutions. Consider the advantages and
disadvantages of each.

il If you have trouble thinking of solutions
that will work, choose another problem to
write about.

4. Find support for your best solution.
It’s not enough to tell your reader, “I’'m sure

my solution will work.” For Prompt 1, list facts,

reasons, and other details that show why

the solution you propose is the best one. For

Prompt 2, find evidence in the literature that
explains why the solution was successful or
unsuccessful.

FM‘/q Commum"h/ Ewvironment
* arguments with | « new public pool | « Iitter in parks
parents requires fee . West Nile ‘
« too many * ban on certain Virvs
chores dog breeds

Have free
SWIMS,

Find.
volunteers to
Work there.

; Try
 fundraiser
events,

Have free swims at certain times.
* Town will get the fees it needs from people who
can pay,

* People will #eel good about helping others.
* Everybody will be able to enjoy the pool.

« BUT ... how would #ree swims work?
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1. Speli out the problem and its
importance. e :
Before you can propose a solution, you
need to make sure that your reader
understands exactly what the problem is
and why it matters. :

- was really excited about the new public pool until |
learned that vsers have to pay an expensive membership
fee. Unless we can find a wayf to make the pool available
to the whole community, many of my #riends and ) will have
a long, hot summer vacation, N

Building and maintaining a pool (s expensive. As a
result our communty needs to #ind money to cover

those expenses. However, charging the public a large
fee prevents many citizens from enoying the pool,

Descrlbe several posmble solutlons. o
~ Think about the solutions you came up

 withwhen you were bramstormmg ,
~ Choose two or three and descnbe th fol
‘ your reader - “

 One possibility would be for the |
,  town to raise taxes to cover the - Possz‘é/e
o ‘ osts oF oper af/ng the pool, solution

W other people are like my pareﬂ‘l‘s
- though, they think their taxes are won't
- already much too high. ] work

Problem: Fec prevents everybody from using public pool,

Possible solvtion A: Raise taxes (but they are too high
a/readl/).

- Possible solvtion B: Hold fund-raisers (but they
- wouldnit be a regular source of money),

Proposed solvtion C: Have free swims (the best
solvtion because woney comes in From people who can
afford i, and everybody gets a chance to use the pool).
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1. Clarify with transitions.

. Ask a peer reader to underline sentences
that don’t seem to be connected
logically.

- If your essay has underlines, add a
transition or other information to show
the logical relationship between ideas.

See page 950: Ask a Peer Reader

B Deople like to get together and donate their time for a
good cauvse, Md—a;@@i;\qthese Ffund-raisers covld be successtul.
They would be one-time eventsyand the pool would need

money coming in regularly to stay open.

however,

2. Strengthen supporting details.

s Draw a around statements that
lack details or that contain information
not connected to your key ideas.

« Replace with information that makes
your case stronger.

3. Be on the lookout for vague statements.

« Circle) statements such as “Something
has to be done,” “This is really

important,” or “It’s a serious problem.”

« Revise using specific words that explain
your ideas clearly.

4. Make your conclusion complete.

« Be sure that your conclusion sums up
the problem and reiterates the solution ‘
that you believe is best. o

» Depending on your topic, you may want
to add a call to action. That’s when you
tell your reader what to do about the
problem.

B Lots of people work at the poel. |
The pool has to be treated with chemicals and cleaned
reqularly to make sure the water (s safe or people to
swim in. Someone has to water and mow the grass in the
sunbathing area. Then there are lifequards, locker-room
attendants, and snack-bar workers who must be paid, Gur
community needs to Find money to cover these expenses.

B (i just-doesrt-makesense)
What the community needs (s a pool that really is available
to every citizen

B There is a simple, effective solution to the problem of
the new public pool—free swims. With your support, |
know it will work. Just sign the petition posted ouvtside
the town hall and give everyone the chance to kick back,
cool off, and Float through the summer.
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