from most of his classmates.

SKETCHIT What has been your proudest moment? It doesn’t have
to involve something others recognize as a major accomplishment.
It just has to be meaningful to you. Make a sketch that reflects
details of this moment and how you feit. if you're struggling to
think of an exampte, make a drawing of a goal you have for
yourseif and what it might be like to achieve it.

/
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Reading Support
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Wwhy do people do the things they do? Why do they feel the . L.

. . . mother, who ls white, was originalty from
way they feel? Understanding cause-and-effect relationships Cansas. Their mariage was chort.iived
petween actions, events, and feelings can give you greater and Obama'’s father eventuaily moved back
insight into the people you read about. In Barack Obama's to Kenya. His mather remarried and took

Obama to live with her new husband in
indonesia for four years. Atage ten, Obama
returned to Hawaii, where his grandparents
helped raise him.

autcbiography, not every cause-and-effect relationship is stated
directly. Sometimes you will have to look deeper To natice when
one ar more things are responsitie for causing anothar.

As you read, notice how Obama's emotions affect his acticns.
For each important cause-and-effect relationship, create a Atife of Service After graduating from
graphic like the one shown. Colurnbia University in New York City,

Obama worked as 3 community organizer
Cavse Effect in Chicago, helping people affected by
unemployment. He then attended Harvard
Law Schocl. Hewas offered jobs working
for an important judge and in high-powered
jaw firms, but instead he chose to return
to Chicago to practice civil-rights law. 1n
A JOCABULARY IN COMTEXT . 19.97,.Obama entered politics, l?ecomi.ng an

Iinois state senator representing Chicago's

Barack Obama uses the following waords 1o tell about his couth side. In 2004, Obama was alected to
boyhood visit with his father. How welt do you know these the United States Senate. That same year,
words? Place each onein he correct column of a chart like he wrote and presented the keynate speech
the one shown. at the Demacratic National Convention, an

important meeting at which the Democratic
party declares its candidate for president.

Hz spaids most of i
Free time watehing TV
with his graﬂdfafhan

Cbame feels isolated
at school.

f:ffa éowldy novelty remg'e ) The speech and Obama’s detivery of it were
- inevitable opaque volatile widely praised.
irretrievably recuperation !
/@ MORE ABOUT THE AUTHOR
R e % Eor more on Barack Obams, visitthe |
Kaow Well Think | Know . Dod't Kaow at All Literature Center at ClassZone.com. |
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e onraBULARY N CONTEXT 1, Read itern 1 aloud, emphasizing dowdy.
© e mnlna 3. Point out the phrase compared to the
tev etutes the ther giﬂs



hil-
or

As the summer drew to a close, I became increasingly restless ro start

school, My main concern was finding companions my own age; bur for
my grandparents, my admission into Punahou Academy heralded the starr of
something grand, an elevation in the family status thar chey took grear pains
to let everyone know. Starced by missionaries' in 1841, Punahou had grown
into a prestigious prep school, an incubator for island elites. Its reputation had
helped sway my mother in her decision to send me back ro the Staces: It hadn’t
been easy 1o get me in, my grandparents told her; there was a long waiting list,
and I was considered only because of the intervention of Gramps's boss, who

16 was an alumnus (my first experience with affirmative acrion,? it seems, had
little to do with race). . .. €

With my admission notice had come 2 thick packer of information chat Tooc

ser aside to pore over one Saturday afternoon. “Welcome to the Punahou family,”

ANALYZE VISUALS
Look at Obama’s actual
ciass picture. What
details about Obama and
his classmates stand out
the most?

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
What makes starting
school such an important
event for Obama and his

yama
+tell
oot
Fme-

the-letter announced-A-locker-had-been-assigned-to-mes I-was-enrelled-in-a-meal
plan unless a box was checked; there was a list of things to buy—a uniform for
physical education, scissors,  ruler, number two pencils, a calculacor {optional}.
Gramps spenr the evening reading the entire school catalog, a thick book that
listed my expected progression through the next seven years—the college prep
courses, the extracurricular activities, the traditions of well-rounded excellence.
With each new item, Gramps grew more and more animarted; several times he
got up, with his thumb savirg his place, and headed wward the room where
Toor was reading, his voice full of amazement: “Madelyn, get a load of this!”

2

=]

. missionarias; people who travel to distant places and spread their religion.

2, affirmative action: 2 system in which employers and schools give preferance to members of minority
groups in order to make up for past discrimination,

3. Toat: Obama's name for his grandmother.
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40 We sat ar a rable wich four other children, and Miss Hefty, an energetic

5 ' middle-aged woman with short gray hair, wok attendance. When she read my
5. q{ full name, ¥ heard cirrers break across the room. Frederick leaned over to me.
5 “T choughr your name was Barry.”

“Would you prefer if we cailed you Barry?” Miss Hefty asked. “Barack
is such a beawriful name, Yoy r grandfather tells me your facher is Kenyan, I
used to live in Kenya, you know, Teaching children jusr your age. Is such a
magnificent country. Do you know what tribe your farher is froms”
s : Her question brought on more giggles, and T remained speechless for a
moment. When I finally said “Luo,” 3 sandy-haired boy behind me repeated
50 the word in 2 loud hoor, like the sound of a monkey. The children could no

before the class would settle down and we could mercifully move on to the
next person on the list. 4

Kenya is 2 country of
great ethnic diversity,

longer contain themselves, and jr took a stern reprimand from Miss Hefty Targeted Passage

EspenrthereE s day ina daze. A redheaded girl asked 1o touch my hair

and seemed hurt when I refused. A ruddy-faced boy asked me if my father ate

people. When I got home, Gramps was in the middle of preparing dinner,
“So how was it? Isn’t it terrific char Miss Hefry used to live in Kenya?

Makes the firse day a litdle easier, I'l] ber.”

4 I went into my room and closed the door.

} 6 The novelty of having me in the class quickly wore off for the other kids,

aithough my sense that I didn’t belong continued 1o grow. The clothes thar

Gramps and I had chosen for me were too old-fashioned; the Tndonesian

sandals that had served me so well in Djakarta® were dowdy. Most of my

4. Djakarta (ja-kér'te); the capital city of indonesia, an island nation in Southeast Asia; sometimes
Spefled fakarta,

; 334 ymir 7: BISTORY, CULTURE, AND THE AUTHOR

2010 Time Schedule ver3

novelty (n3v'sl-té} n, the
quality of being new

dowdy {dou'ds} adf. out
of style; shabby




g e e TR HOL toudiess day, we found ourselves occupying
+ the same corner of the playground. I don't remember whar we said to each
other, but I remember that suddenly she was chasing me around the jungle
gyms and swings. She was langhing brightly, 2nd I teased her and dodged this
way and chaz, unril she finaily caughi me and we f2ll ro the ground breathless,
When I looked up, I saw a group of children, faceless before che glare of the
sun, pointing down ar us,

“Corerra has a boyfriend! Coretta has a boyfriend!”

The chants grew louder as a few more kids circled us.

“She’s not my g-girifriend,” I stammered. | looked to Coretra for some
assistance, but she just stood there looking down ar the ground. “Corerra’s
gor a boyfriend! Why don't you kiss her, mister boyfriend?”

“I'm nor her boyfriend!” I shouted. T ran up to Coretra and gave her a
slight shove; she staggered back and looked up ar me, but still said nothing.
“Leave me alone!” I shouted again. And suddenly Corerea was running,
faszer and faster, undl she disappeared from sigh. Appreciative laughs rose
around me. Then the bell rang, and the reachers appeared to round us back

into class. € CAUSE AND EFFECT CAUSE AND i
For the rest of t I h d by the lool tea’ j Reread lines 91-g6. | :
or the rest of the afterncon, T was haune y tae look on Coretta’s face just Wht cavses e Remind students to r

sefore she had started to run: her disappoiatment, and the accusation. I wanged
©© explain to her somehow that it had been nothing personal; I'd just never had
2 girlfriend before and saw no particular need o have one now. But I didn't even
wnow if that was true, 1 knew only that it was roo lare for explanations, that
omehow I'd been tested and found wanrting; and whenever ['snuck a glance ar
- : . . .
-orettas desk, I would see her with her head bent over her work, appearing as if
tothing had happened, puiled inro herself and asking no favors.

push Coretta away? in the graphic from p
answer: The students
chanting “Coretta has
Obama to push Coret:

embarrassed and mist
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e HEEHarlp sibutid taar), ana L would fall aslesp to the sounds of Top 40
music on the radio. @

Nested in the soft, forgiving bosom of America’s consumer culture, I felr
safe; it was as if I had dropped into a long hibernation. [ wonder somertimes
fow long I might have stayed there had it not been for the telegram Toot
found in the mailbox one day,

“Your facher’s coming to see you,” she said. *Next month, Two weeks afier
your mother gers here. They'll both stay through New Years.”
She carefully folded the paper and slipped it into a drawer in the kizchen.
Both she and Gramps fell silent, the way I imagine people react when the
130 docror tells chem they have a serious, bur curable, iliness. For 2 moment the air
was sucked our of the room, and we stood suspended, alone with our thoughts.

“Well.” Toor said finally, “T suppose we better start looking for a place where
he can stay.”

Gramps ook off his glasses and rubbed his eyes.
“Should be one heck of a Christmas.”

Over lunch, | explained to a group of boys thar my father was a prince.

“My grandfather, see, he's a chief. It’s sore of like the king of the tribe,
you know . . . like the Indians. So thar makes my farher a prince. He'll take
over when my grandfather dies.”

e “What about after thar?” one of my friends asked as we emptied our trays
into the trash bin. “I mean, will you go back and be a prince?”

“Well . . . if I want to, T could. It's sort of complicated, see, 'cause the tribe

is full of warriors, Like Obama . . . thar means ‘Burning Spear.” The men in

our tribe all want to be chief, so my father has to sercle these feuds before |
can come.” §

836  uwiT 7: HISTORY, CULTURE, AND THE AUTIHOR

@ AUTOBIOGRAPHY
What role do television
and radio play in Obama's
daily life as a chitd?

@ CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why might Obama tell
exaggerated or untrue
stories about his father?




As the words rumbled our of my meuth, and [ felr the boys re-adjuse o me,
more curious and familiar as we bumped into cach ocher in the line back o
class, a part of me really began to believe the scory. Bur another part of me
knew that whar I was relling them was a lie, something I'd constructed from the

150 scraps of information I'd picked up from my mother. After 2 week of my facher
in the flesh, | had decided thar | preferred his more discant image, an image |
could alrer on a whim—or ignore when convenienc. I tny father hadn' exactly
disappoin[ed me, he remained something unknown, something volatile and
vaguely threatening.

My mother had seased my apprehension in the days building up tw his
artival—I suppose it mirrored her own—and so, in berween her efforcs 1o
prepare the aparrment we'd subler for him, she would try to assure me thar the
reunion would go smoothly. She had maintained a correspondence with him
throughout the rime we had been in Indonesia, she explained, and he knew all

160 about ‘me, Like her, my father had remarried, and [ now had five brothers and
one sister living in Kenya. He had been in 2 bad car accident, and this trip was
pact of his recuperation afrer a long stay in the hospital.

“You rwo will become great friends,” she decided. .

AMALYZE VISUALS
Lock at this picture of
Honoclulu in1g72. What
are some features of the
setting where Gbama
grew up?

volatife (v8l'z-tl} ad).
ditficuit tc define or pin
down; unpredictable

recuperation
(r1-k30'pa-ra'shan) .
areturn to health or
strength; recovery
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“So, Barry, your grandmama has rolq me that you are doing very well
in school,”

I shrugged.
“He’s feeling a lire)e shy, I think » Toot offered. She smiled and rybhed '

S

190 schooling? It’s in the blood, I thin > he said withy 5 laugh,

ID I 'watched him carefully as the adyjcs began to talk. He was much thinper
Takes than [ had expected, the hones of his knees curting the legs of his trousers in

, sharp angles; | couldn’t imagine hjm lifting anyone off the ground. Beside him,
i TZ&W‘ acane with a blyne ivory head leaned against the wall, e wote a blue biager,
roud,

and a white shirt, and a scarlet ascor 5 His horn-rimmed glasses reflecred the
light of the lamp so char 1 couldn’t see hjg cyes very well, bur when, fe ook the
glasses off o rub the bridge of hjs nose, I saw thar they were slightly yellow, (he
eyes of someone who's had malariz® more than once, There was a fragility aboyg
his frame, | rbought, dcaution. . . | Afier an hour or S0, my rnocher suggesred
d. He gathered up his
trave] bag, then stopped in mid-szride 3nd began 1o fish around in it, unti] he @ AUTOBIOGRA PHY
finally pulled out thyee wooden figurines— 4 lion, an elephanr, and an ebony” What are Obama's first
man in tribal dregs beating a Aruim-—gpnd handed them, 0 mie, & impressions of his father?
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o etkeh the small interacrions o conversations

We might have had, they seem

with myself, a5 impenezrable now

perceive is the worn-our shell. My wife offers 5
and their fathers don’s always have much (o s
they trust—and rhis may come closer o the

the narrowing of his eyes, the stroking of his

239 important books, O

itretrievably Josr, Perhaps theyre imprinted

220 too deeply, his voice rhe seed of all sorts of rap

gled argumenrs cha 1 carry on
as the partern of my genes, so thar all I can
simpler explanation—rhar boys

3y to each other unless and until
mark, for T often felr mure before

thoughtful, my mother more bashful; even Toot, smoked out of the foxhple

of her bedroom, would STart sparri
stabbing the air with her blue-vein,
presence had summoned the spirit

ag with him abour politics or finance,
ed hands to make 4 peint. It was as if his
of eatlier times and allowed sach of them

o reprise his or her of

240 Kennedys continued to beckon the narjo

nothing more than temporary setbacks,
fear irseif. gg

It fascinated me, thig strange power of his,
think of my father as something real and jm

d role; as if Dy, King had nevyer been shor, and the

N, and war and rior and famine were
and there wag nothing to fear hue

and for the first rime I began to
mediate, perhaps even permanent,

DREA

irretrievabfy
(T7"T-tré"ve-bla) gy,

permanently: in a manner

that cannot he reversed

@ AuTOBIOG RAPHY

Reread lines 211230,

Why is this month with
bis father so important
to Obama? Nate the
memories of his father
that are most vivig to him,

CAUSE AND EFFECT
What effect does

Obama’s father have on
members of the family?
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thoughtful, or a;
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ents work as hard as you should. Go now, before I ger angry ar you.” What are the similarities?
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280

300

clothes. Her halr was tied back in 2 penyrail, and her eyes were soft and
dark, as if she’d been crying, My father asked me to sit down beside him
on the bed, but I told him that Toor needed me to help her, and left afrer
relaying the message. Back upstairs, I had begun cleaning my room when my
mother came in.

“You shouldn’c be mad at your father, Bar. He loves you very much. He's
just a lirele scubborn somerimes.”

“Okay,” I said without looking up. I could feel her eyes follow me around
the room untit she finaily let out a slow breath and wenr to the door.

“Tknow all this stuff is confusing for you,” she said. “For me, wo. Just oy
to remember what I said, okay?” She pur her hand on the doorknob. “Do you
want me o close the door?”

I nodded, but she had been gone for only a minuze when she stuck her head
back into the room.

“By the way, [ forgor to tell you that Miss Hefty has invited your father o
come to school on Thursday. She wants him to speak to the class.”

L' couldn’t imagine worse news. I spent that nighr and all of che next day
trying to suppress thoughts of the inevitable: the faces of my classmares when
they heard about mud huts, all my lies exposed, the painful jokes afterward.
Each rime I remembered, my body squirmed as if it had received a jolt to
the nerves. @

['was still trying to figure out how I'd explain myself when my facher
walked into our class the next day. Miss Hefty welcomed him eagerly, and as
[ took my seat I heard several children ask each other what was going on. I
became more desperate when our math teacher, 2 big, no-nonsense Hawaiian
nemed Mr. Eldredge, came into the room, followed by thirty confused
children from his homeroom next door.

DREAMS FROM MY FATHER

inevitable
{Tn-8v"T-ta-bal) n.
that which cannot be
avolded or prevented

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Why is Obama afraid
to have his father visit

-his ctass?

841
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When he finished, Miss Hefty was absolutely beaming with pride, Al my _
classmates applanded heartily, and a few struck up the courage t0 ask questions, ;
each of which my father appeared to consider carefully before answering, The
] bell rang for lunch, and Mr. Eldredge came up to me.
has ; “You've got a prerry impressive father.”
; The ruddy-faced boy who had asked abourt cannibalism said, “Your dad s
1saj i pretty cool.”
: 330 And off to one side, I saw Corerta watch my father say good-bye to some of

the children. She seemed w0 intent ro smile; her face showed only a look of

simple satisfacrion. gg &8 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What effect does
Obama’s father's talk
have on the class?

cut

w

A

T wo weeks later he was gone, In that time, we stand rogether in front
; of the Christmas tree and pose for pictures, the only ones [ have of us
together, me holding an orange baskerball, his gift 1o me, him showing off the
' tie I've boughe him (“Ah, people will know thar T am very imporzant wearing
; such a tie”). Ara Dave Brubeck? concer, Istruggle to sit quictly in the dark
3 auditorium beside him, unabie 1o follow the spare equations of sound thar the opaque (5-p3K] agi
performers make, careful ro clap whenever he claps. For brief spells in the day hilfidqen; diffpicuftorj‘
Twill lie beside him, the two of us alone in the apartment sublet from a retired impossible to understand
old woman whose name I forger, the place full of quilts and doilies and knicted
seat covers, and I read my book while he reads his. He remains opagque ro me, O
a present mass; when [ mimic his gestures or turns of phrase, I know peither g}b\:rl:js“;:?: t::;sship
% ; their origins nor their consequences, can’t see how they play out over time. Bur with his father changed

; I grow accustomed to hjs company. @ during their visit?

The day of his departure, as my mother and [ helped him pacl his bags, he

unearthed two records, forty-fives, in dull brown dust jackets.

34

f=-1

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

8. Dave Brubeck (brgd'bak): an American jazz pianist and composer whose rmusic was very popular during
the1g60s,

J 842  yner 7i HISTORY, CULTURE, AND THE AUTHOR




AMALYZE VISUALS
What details of

this stereo does the
photographer focus on?

“Barry! Look here—-I forgor that I had brought these for you. The sounds of
your continent.”

350 Ir ook him a while to puzzle our my grandparents’ old stereo, bur finaily che
disk began o turn, and he gingetly placed the needle on the groove. A tinny
guitar lick opened, then the sharp horns, the thump of drums, then the guirar
again, and then the voices, clean and joyful as they rode up the back bear,
urging us on,

“Come, Barry,” my father said. “You will learn from the master.” And

3 Targeted Passage

... suddenly his slender. body was swaying back and forth, the lush sotipid wag | 5o e

fising, his arms were swinging as they cast an invisible net, his feet wove over
the floor in off-bears, his bad leg stiff bu his rump high, his head back, his
hips moving in a cight circle. The rhythm quickened, the horas sounded, and
his eyes closed to follow his pleasure, and then one eye opened o peek down
at.me and his solemn face spread into a silly grin, and my mother smiled, and
my grandparents walked in o see whar all the commotion was about. I teok
my firsc tentasive steps with my eyes closed, down, up, my arms swinging, the
voices lifting, And T hear him still: As I foliow my father into the sound, he
lets our a quick shout, bright and high, a shour thar leaves much behind and
reaches out for more, a shout that cries for laughter. oo g8

36
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) CAUSE AND EFFECT
Reread {ines 355-368.
What feelings does
his father's music and
dancing create in Obama?
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. Examine Cause-and-Effect Relationships

during thelr one-month visit? Cite details from the autobiography to
support your opinion about their relationship,

Review the cause-and-effect graphics you
created as you read. Create one more that
shows the overal! effect Obama’s father's
visit had on Obama.

. Analyze a Symbolic Event Reread lines 73-104. Obama calis his rejection

of Coretta a “betrayal.” What might this event symboiize, beyond Qbama’s
desire to be left alone by the other students?

. Draw Conclusions How does the title Dreams from My Father relate to this

selection? What dreams do you think Obama’s father inspired in Obama?
Consider how Obama’s feelings of pride changed during the visit.

Extension and Challenge

9.

10.

244

Literary Criticism Barack Obama has said of Dreams from My Father,™ see
my book as part of my politics. ... Policy [official government planning] has to
be guided by facts, but to move people you have to tell stories.” Why might
people be moved by Obama’s personal story? Why might they relate to him?

SOCIAL STUDIES COMNECTION Research more about the history,
beiiefs, and culture of the Luo tribe in Kenya. Then make a poster that
summarizes the key points of what you learned.

ﬁ RESEARCH LINIKS
For more on the Luo tribe in Kenya, visit the Research Center at ClassZone.com.

UNTT 7: HISTORY, CULTURE, AND THE AUTHOR




b bd® B o

VOCABULARY IN WRITING
Using at least two vocabulary words, write a paragraph from young Obama's

point of view that explains how he feels when his family argues about his
television habits. '

EXAMPLE SENTENCES

After a lense evening at the apartment, | want to take refige in the comfort
of my room

YCCABULARY STRATEGY: DENOTATIOMN AND CONNOTATION

A weord's denotation is its dictionary definition, but many words have additionat
ideas and feelings associated with them. These associations, or shades of meaning,
are called connotations. Connotations can be positive or negative. For example,
the words clever and conniving have different connotations. Clever describes

someone who is creative and smart, while conniving implies the person is

manipulative and dishonest. To fully understand what you read, it is important

fo recognize werd connotations.

PRACTICE Each pair of phrases uses words with similar meanings but
different connotations. Use each phrase in a sentence that reflects the
word’s connetation. :

1. aunique gift 3. arowdy audience
a bizarre gift z lively audience
2. the stubborn child 4. to control a situation
the persistent child to manipulate a situation

volatile

(i VOCABULARY
ﬁ PRACTICE
for more practice, go ;
to the Vocabulary Center
at ClassZone.com.
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